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VIA ELECTRONIC CORRESPONDENCE 
        
July 30, 2015       CCN: 59608 
        File No:  8.DC.20.32 
 
 

Chief, Environmental Enforcement Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611 
RE: DOJ No. 90-5-1-1-4022/1 
Walter.Benjamin.Fisherow@usdoj.gov 

Chief, Clean Water Enforcement Branch 
Water Protection Division 
Attn: Brad Ammons 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
Ammons.Brad@epa.gov 
 

 
Rachael Amy Kamons 
Environmental Enforcement Section   
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C.  20044-7611 
Rachael.Kamons@usdoj.gov 

 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Southeast District – Suite 200 
400 N. Congress Ave. 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Attn: Compliance/Enforcement Section 
Diane.Pupa@dep.state.fl.us 
 

 
 

 
RE:   Consent Decree (Case: No. 1:12-cv-24400-FAM),  
  Reference DOJ Case No. 90-5-1-1-4022/1,  
  Section IX – Reporting Requirements, Paragraph 32 – Quarterly Reports – 2015 

Quarterly Report No. 2 
 
Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
In accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 32 of the above referenced Consent Decree, on 
behalf of Miami-Dade County, the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (MDWASD) 
submits to both the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the State of 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) the 2015 Quarterly Report No.2. The 
2015 Quarterly Report No.2 covers the period of time from April 1, 2015 through June 30, 2015. 
 
I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel 
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person or 
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering such 
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate 
and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 
 
 





Section IX, Paragraph 32 - 2015 Quarterly Report No.2 
July 30, 2015 
Page 3 
 

 

 Robert A. Cuevas, Jr. 
 Miami-Dade County Attorney 
 111 NW First Street Suite 2810 
 Miami, Florida 33128 
 
 

William Bush  
Associate Regional Counsel 
U.S. EPA, Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Bush.William@epa.gov 
 
 
William A. Weinischke 
Senior Trial Attorney 
Environmental Enforcement Section 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Bill.Weinischke@usdoj.gov 
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2015 Quarterly Report No. 2  
 

1.0 Purpose 

On April 9, 2014, Miami-Dade County entered into a Consent Decree (CD) with the United 
States of America (United States), the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
and the State of Florida. The Consent Decree was lodged on June 6, 2013, and became 
effective on December 6, 2013. This document satisfies the requirements of Section IX, 
Paragraph 32 requirement for submittal of the 2015 Quarterly Report No. 2 on or before July 30, 
2015. 

2.0 Requirements 

Section IX, Paragraph 32 of the CD states: “Beginning one (1) month after the first Calendar 
Quarter following the Effective Date of this Consent Decree, and one (1) month after each 
Calendar Quarter thereafter until termination of the Consent Decree, Miami-Dade shall submit to 
EPA and FDEP for review and comment a Quarterly Report. Such Quarterly Report shall 
include the date, time, location, source, estimated duration, estimated volume, receiving water 
(if any) and cause of all SSOs occurring in the previous Calendar Quarter.” Section IV, 
Paragraph 8(ii) of the CD defines an SSO as “any discharge of wastewater to waters of the 
United States or the State from Miami-Dade’s Wastewater Collection and Transmission System 
(WCTS) through a point source not permitted in any NPDES permit, as well as any overflow, 
spill, or release of wastewater to public or private property from the WCTS that may not have 
reached waters of the United States or the State, including all Building Backups” – wastewater 
backups or releases caused by blockages, flow conditions or other malfunctions of a Private 
Lateral are not considered as Building Backups. 

3.0 Sanitary Sewer Overflow Events  

This quarterly report contains information on how the Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) was 
resolved, including the immediate fix and any proposed long term solution. While not required 
by the Consent Decree, EPA has requested that the County provide this additional information 
to aid them in preparing the United States’ Semi-Annual Status Report to the United States 
District Court, Southern District of Florida, Miami Division. 

3.1 SSOs (Excluding Building Backups)  

During this reporting period, there were seven (7) SSO events where contractors were involved. 
After the incidents were investigated by Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department (MDWASD) 
Damage Investigation Unit (DIU), Damage Investigators determined that four (4) of the seven 
(7) aforementioned events were caused by the respective contractors. These four (4) SSO 
events are described in Table 1. Notice letters were sent to the liable contractors and invoices 
for the damages will be generated. The supporting documentation available to date can be 
found in Appendix A. 
 
Table 2 documents all SSO events (excluding Building Backups) for the second calendar 
quarter of 2015. There were a total of twenty-three (23) SSO events: 

• Eleven (11) events involved force mains  

• Ten (10) events involved gravity mains  

• Two (2) events involved automatic air release valves 
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Only two (2) of the SSO events discharged to waters of the United States.  
 

Table 1 – Description of Contractor Liable SSO Events 

 
Date Location 

Overflow 
Volume 
(gallons) 

Contractor  

1 14-Apr-15 SW 102 Avenue & Hibiscus Street 347,580 I & C Earth Movers 
2 20-Apr-15 11200 NW 36 Avenue 6,180 RJR Construction 
3 04-Jun-15 8390 NW 25 Street 75,000 Astaldi Construction 
4 10-Jun-15 529 SW 109 Avenue 150 Mears Construction 

 

3.2 Building Backups 

The County follows standard procedures to resolve and minimize the occurrence of Building 
Backups. These procedures have been re-evaluated in the development of the new CMOM 
Program Sewer Overflow Response Plan (SORP) required by the current Consent Decree that 
was submitted on July 6, 2015. MDWASD will start the implementation of the SORP once the 
proposed Plan has been reviewed and approved by the EPA and FDEP. 

Presently, the Department’s procedures for the response to, and the reporting and documenting 
of Building Backups are different from those of SSOs within the Department’s Wastewater 
Collection and Transmission System. Additionally, the “Time” and “Duration” parameters are 
seldom characteristically the same between the two types of SSO events. For these reasons, 
Building Backups have been included in a separate table and the “N/A” designation has been 
used for some “Time” and “Duration” entries. Building Backup information is shown in Table 3. 

The following acronyms and abbreviations are used in the tables. 
 
FM Force Main ARV Manual Air Release Valve 
GM Gravity Main AARV Automatic Air Release Valve 
LAT Lateral DIP Ductile Iron Pipe 
PS Pump Station CIP Cast Iron Pipe 
  AC Asbestos Cement 
 

 

 

4.0 Amendment to Last Quarterly Report 

No amendments are required at this time. 
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Appendix A 
Supporting Documentation for SSO Events Caused by Contractors 
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A.1 Supporting Document for April 14, 2015 SSO Event on SW 102 Avenue and 
Hibiscus Street Caused by Contractor 

 
Figure A.1.1 - Notice letter to contractor 

 
  



 

A.2 Supporting Document for April 20, 2015 SSO Event on 11200 NW 36 
Avenue Caused by Contractor  

 

Figure A.2.1 – Notice letter sent to contractor 

 
  



 

A.3 Supporting Document for June 04, 2015 SSO Event on 8390 NW 25 Street 
Caused by Contractor.  

 
Figure A.3.1 - Notice letter sent to contractor 

 
  



 

A.4 Supporting Document for June 10, 2015 SSO Event on 529 SW 109 Avenue 
Caused by Contractor. 

 
Figure A.4.1 - Notice letter sent to contractor 
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